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SUBJECT: UNESCO/UNEP INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

REF: STATE 239234 

1 . THE BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMS US THAT IT 
SUPPORTS FULLY THE U.S. VIEWS ON THIS CONFERENCE (REFTEL). 

THE BELGIANS ALSO SEE LITTLE NEED FOR A NEW ADVISORY COMMIT- 
TEE (PARA 7 REFTEL), AND WILL VOTE AGAINST IT ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT IT WOULD MEAN UNNECESSARY LAYERING AND EXPENSE. 

2. THE MINISTRY IS PLANNING TO UPGRADE WHAT WAS TO BE ONLY 
LOW-LEVEL, TECHNICAL BELGIAN REPRESENTATION AT TBILISI. 
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THE HEAD OF THE BELGIAN DELEGATION, WHO WILL ATTEND THE 
LATTER PART OF THE CONFERENCE, WILL PROBABLY BE 
AMBASSADOR LEON RONSE, CHIEF OF THE MFA'S ENVIRONMENTAL 
AFFAIRS OFFICE. THIS CHANGE APPEARS TO HAVE COME ABOUT 
AFTER OUR APPROACH ALERTED THE BELGIANS TO THE POSSIBLE 
BOLITICAL PITFALLS IN THE WORK AND IMPLICATIONS OF THIS 
CONFERENCE. CHAMBERS 
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